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In case any apprehensions should be entertained by the CHAP.
people of Calicut as to the object of the arrival of the IIL
Portuguese vessels, Vasco da Gama concocted a story that A D
'iiis ships had been separated from many others with 1498.
which he had started on his voyage, and that he had come ,
to seek them there. Vasco da Gama had contemplated
at once going ashore to see the King, but be was dis-
suaded from this by the Moor Davane, who advised him
not to do so until hostages should have been sent on
board as guarantee for his safe return. Several boats
came alongside from the shore with fish, poultry, and fruit,
from wrhich many purchases were made through Davane
and the pilots, whom da Gama instructed to pay what-
ever prices were asked. This action caused reports to be
spread in the town of the liberality of the Portuguese,
which also came to the ears of the King. After three
^days His Majesty sent a Nair, a gentleman of position,
$o inquire the object for which these foreign ships had
Arrived at that coast, and da Gama accordingly sent the
Moor Davane back with him to relate to the King the
fictitious story of the lost fleet, and to explain their desire
to trade - for spices and drugs. Having been further
informed by the Moor of the liberal presents given by
da Gama to the King of Melincle, His Majesty offered to
supply as much pepper and drugs as could, be wished for,
and dispatched him back to the ships with many presents
of fowls and fruit.

The Moorish traders of Calicut having heard of the
message sent from the King to the Portuguese, oifering
to supply them with the principal products of that
country, and fearing that if they were once admitted
to trade here they would not limit themselves to that
>6rtj but would extend their commerce to other Indian
arts, resolved to adopt every means to get them
turned out of the country. This decision they then
communicated to other Moorish merchants through-
out the coasts of India; and with the view of at once
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